
Otterburn Parish Council 
Parish Clerk’s Report 
8 April to 1 May, 2009

Item 3a: Otterburn Hall marquee: there have been a number of complaints about noise pollution from 
the marquee during recent functions.

Item 3b: Construction of Mill Path:  The construction of the Mill path was undertaken during the week 
commencing Monday, 20 April.  At the time of writing the new fence is still to be erected.   I have written 
to the Landowner, thanking him for donating the land and to Otterburn Mill and Northumberland 
County Council (NCC) asking for payment of the sums promised towards the cost of constructing the 
path.   Unfortunately, NCC is not able to provide legal support in this matter so the Parish Council will be 
asked to agree the appointment of a solicitor to undertake the conveyance.  I have discussed this matter 
with the landowner and he is happy to proceed at whatever pace is possible. 

Item 3b: The green at Willowgreen: I have spoken again to the landowner who is still not in a position 
to confirm that she is willing to proceed with the gift of this land to the Parish Council.  I have agreed to 
speak to her again in June.

Item 4b: Audit 2009: The accounts for the year to 31 March 2009, and all associated information, were 
prepared and delivered to the internal auditor on 15 April.  This year I undertook a risk assessment based 
upon recommended practice and this was discussed in detail with the internal auditor.  The internal 
auditor was completely satisfied with all of the information presented and returned the accounts and other 
information to me on 22 April.  The accounts are available for public inspection up to and including 26 
May.  The meeting of the Parish Council on 2 June will be asked to agree the Annual Return and 
Statement of Accounts.  The Completed audit will be sent to the External auditor immediately thereafter.

Item 4c: Receipts and Payments account to 31 March, 2009: I will table and present this account at 
the meeting.

Item 4d: NALC Subscription 2009-10: An invoice totalling £138.80 has been received from the 
Northumberland Association of Local Councils.

Item 4e: Invoice received from Viking Direct: An invoice totalling £119.29 including VAT has been 
received from Viking Direct for the supply of printer cartridges and a 4gb memory stick, the latter being 
used to store copies of all of the Parish Council data kept on my personal computer.

Item 4f: Donation request from St. John’s church for graveyard extension: You will be asked to 
consider a donation to this project.

Item 4g: Parish Council insurance renewal:  The Parish Council insurance is due to be renewed on 1 
June.  I will seek your agreement to request an alternative quotation from Norwich Union for cover under 
their National Parish Council Scheme. 

Item 5: Planning application NCC 2009 0249: You will be asked to consider this planning application

Item 6a: Community Action Spring Meeting (Wednesday, 13 May, 2009):  An invitation has been 
received to this event.  The key-note speaker will be Mr. Steve Stewart, Chief Executive of 
Northumberland County Council, who will talk about the new council, how it is organised and its aims for 
the future.  The meeting is being held at Whalton village hall, starting at 2.30pm.

Item 6b: Parish Council Appointments to Northumberland Strategic Partnership: NALC has been 
invited to appoint three Parish Council representatives to the NSP Board.  A paper explaining the 
selection process is available for any member wishing to read it.  Dedadline: 22 May, 2009
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Item 6c: Northumberland County Council (Draft statement on Community Involvement): There 
are two documents in this consultation entitled People and Planning which describe the proposed 
planning system and set out who will be consulted on planning documents, the community’s involvement 
in the Local Development Framework and the community’s involvement in planning applications and 
proposals.  I have two copies of each document available for any member wishing to read them. Deadline:  
26 June, 2009

Item 6d: Equality and Human Rights Commission (Public Sector Duties):  The forthcoming 
Equality Bill will harmonise the existing three public sector bodies into one equality duty which will be 
extended to cover all seven equality strands (age, disability, gender, gender identity, race, religion or belief 
and sexual orientation).  These changes are unlikely to come into force until the latter part of 2011.  I have 
a document available to any member wishing to read it.

Item 6e: European Parliamentary Elections of 4 June, 2009:  The general public are being reminded 
to register to vote in this election.  I have been sent a poster which I will place on the Parish Council 
notice board.

Emma Anderson
1 May 2009
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